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RE: Redevelopment of Tvee Hill Faro, Hentico County

Deae My, Dopafi:

1 am pleased to write as Virginia’s Biate Hislorie Freservation Officer fo make
you aware of the comprehensive preservation planning wpiek that has helped to shape ihe
Tree Hill Farm vedevelopment project io date.

1t musi be said that while we would ceriainly have welcomed the retention of Tres
il bavia as a varal landseape st Richmond’s cast cad, we vecognizo the property’s prime
Joeation and local expectations for the avea make it a very attractive candidate for growih,
We also recognize that with care and sensitivily, developgent and good heriiage
stewardship can go hand and hand,

Agatnist that background, 1 want to commend the GrayCo {eam for the hupeessive
and virprecedented dopres to which they bave been willitg to work with this Departinent
voluntarily io idewiify, recopnize, and plan for the preseryation of the most significant
higtoric resotrces of Tree Hill Far. Moreover, the teamts approach io these resources i
not as relics of the past, but as commuaity assels to be injegraied inio Tree Hill’s foture
as lving sand central aspeets of that future,

Towaid these ends, the team lisiened o oor conedens and-those-of the-larges—
publie, aud has worked ereatively io address issues ihu'mgi'; inajor cominitiments to
preservation while planning for the property®s development, These cominitments
include: the preservation and adapiive rewse of the manoy house and its dependencies; the
preservation and reuse of the tile barn and other agriculigre resources; the preservation of
the “Surrender Tree;” the presetvation of the cultural renhuins of the prehistoric
oceupancy site on (he land; and the recovery of as much information as possible from
other arclhiacological sites in parivership with this Departinent. The project also will
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involve reteniion of open space and recreational opportugities, including public, not just
resident, access to the James River.

Fyen among this list of important commitments, gpecial note must be given to the
developers’ generous willingness to sef aside the site belipved to be Powhatan Town (or
Powhatan’s 'Tower), the birthplace of Paramount Chiel Powhatan, and dedicate if, for use
as a cultural showease and gathering place for Virginia lictians, Powhatan Town, which
was then under the leadexship of Powhatan’s son Parahutit, is among the locations vigited
by John Smith during his first exploration of the James in 1607, Tt is particulady
lturally significant to Virginia Indians. Thus, a dialogue with leaders of the Virginia
Indian cornmunity has been established to set the course for the treatment, interpretation
and development of the site. Amid all the attention attendant to the 400" anniversary
commoration of Jamestown, the Virginia Indian communify has staied that it considers
the comumitments made by GrayCo to be the most important and lasting gift of 2007 to
their community and their fuiure,

For all these teasons, the Department will be pleased to work with GrayCo in the
years ahead to ensure the realization of the full benefits of the preservation oppor(unities
that have been made possible by the company’s generosity, thoughtful approach, and
stewardship philosophy. We believe the public will be well-served by the commitiments
that have been made by GrayCo to preserve aspects of Tree Hill's special architectueal,
historic, archaeological and scenic qualities, to share them with the public, and to plaa for
their futue in a way that will give identity and chatacter to Tree Hill even as its vse is
changed,
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sl Siocerely,

Kathleen S, Kilpaitick
Director & SHPO




